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TIMES AND 


SEASONS. 


“Trath will prevail.” 


Vor. IV. No. 3.] CITY OF NAUVOO, 


The very abie and tearued articie on ‘Habe- 
ae Corpus,’ written by Justin Butterfield, Uni- 
ted States’ Attorncy, for the District of Illinois, 
is worthy of attention. He shows, ina very 
lucid manner, what our right and privileges 
are, pertaining to that subject, and fully sus- 
tains the proceedings and views of the City 
Council, and the Manicipal Court; it it sustain- 
ed by the usages of all enlightened Coarts, and 
accords with the opinion ofevery intelligent 
man,—the opinions of Ex-Governor Boggs, 
Gov. Reyno'ds, of Mo., and Gov. Carlin, to the 
contrary notwithstanding, 

LETTER TO SIDNEY RIGDON, ESQ. 

Clicago, Oct. 20th 1842. | 
| Stoner Riepon, Esq :— 

Dear Sir: In answer to your favors of the 
17th inst. Mr. Warren was correct in the infor- 
mation he gave you of my opinion of the ille- 
gality of the requisition made by the Governor 
of Missouri, upon the Governor of this State, 
for the surrender of Joseph Smith, and that the 
Governor of this State should cause him to be 
arrested, for the purpcse of being surrendered I 
had nodoubt; but the Supreme Court of this 
State would discharge him upon Habeas Cor- 
pus,—subsequent examination has confirmed 
mein that opinion. I understand from your 
letter, and from the statement of facts made to 
me by Mr. Warren, that the requisition of the 
Governor of Missouri, is accompanied by an affi- 
davit of Ex-Governor Boggs, stating in sub- 
stance, that on the 6th day of May last he was 
shot while sitting in his house, with intent to 
kill, and as he verily believes, the act was com- 
mitted by O. P. Rockwell, and that Joseph 
Smith was accessory to the crime before its 
commission, and that he has fled from justice; 
that it can be proved that Joseph Smith was not 
in the State of Missouri at the time the crime 
was committed, but was inthis State; that it is 
untrue that he was in the State of Missouri at 
the time of the commission of the said crime, or 
has been there at any time since: he could not, 
therefore, have fled from that State since the 
commissian of the said crime. 

The right on the part of the Governor of 
Missouri to demand Smith, and the duty on the 
part ofthe Governor of this State to deliver 
him up: ifthey exist; are given and imposed by 
that clause of the Constitution of the United 
Btates, which declares ‘that a person charged 
in. any State with Treason, Felony, or other 
crime who shall fice from justice and be found 
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in another State; shall on demand of the kxec- 
utive authority of the State froin which he fled, 
be delivered up to be removed to the oe hav- 
ing jurisdiction of the crime.’ 

It is unnecessary to refer to the act of Con- 

gress in relation to the delivery up of fugitives 
from justice, as Congress has just so much 
power and no more than is expressly given by 
the said clause in the Constitution—the Con- 
stitution is the best exponent of itself—what 
persons then can be surrendered up by the 
Governor of one State to the Governor of anoth- 
er? First, He myst be a person charged with 
Treason, Felony, or other crime;’ it is sufficient 
if he be charged with the commission of crime, 
either by indictment found or by affidavit. Sec- 
ond, ‘He must bea person who shall flee from 
justice and be found in another State.’ 
not sufficient to satiafy this branch of the Con- 
stitution, that he should be ‘chargec’ with hav- 
ing fled from justice, unless he has actually fled 
from the State where the offence was commit- 
ted to another Slale, the Governor of this State 
has no jurisdiction over his person and cannot 
deliver him up. When Mr. Smith is brought 
up on a Habeas Corpus, he will havea right, 
under the 3rd Sec. of our Habeas Corpus Act, to 
introduce testimony and shew that the ‘process 
upon which he is arrested was obtained by false 
pretence,’ that it is untrue, that he fled from the 
State ot Missguri, ta evade being brought to 
justice there, for the crime of which he is char- 
ged, he will have the right to place himself up- 
on the platform of the Constitution of the Uni- 
ted States, and say I am a citizen of the State 
of IIlinois; I have not fled from the State of Mis- 
couri or from the ‘justice’ of that State, on ar- 
count of the commission of the crime with 
which I am charged. J am ready to prove that 
the charge of having fied from that State is 
false, and I am not, therefore, subject under the 
Constitution ef the United States to be deliver- 
ed up to that State for trial. 

You say in your letter to me that you doubt 
whether on a Habeas Corpus the Court would 
have a right totry the question whether Smith 
was in Missouri at the time of the commission 
of the crime of which he ischarged. To this I 
answer that upon a Habeas Corpus the Court 
would be bound to try the question whether 
Smith fled from justice from Missouri to this 
State; the affidavit of Mr. Boggs is not concla- 
sive on this point—it may be rebutted—unless 
Sith is a person who has fled trom justice he 
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ie mot subyect to be delivered up,—unuer the 
express provisions of our own Habeas Corpus 
Act, he hasa right to show that the affidavit is 
false and that the order for his arrest was obtain- 
ed by false pretenses. Again, the affidavit on 
its face was not sufficient to authorise the arrest 
of Swith, it is evasive and deceptive—it does 
not show that he fled from the State of Missouri 
to evade justice for the commission of the 
crime of which he is charged by Gov. Bogge. 


tobert G. Williams, in the year 1835, was 


indicted in the State of Alabama for attempting | 


‘fhe Governer of this State hus poWer 
jurisdiction over the person of a citizen of thi, 
State to arrest and cause him to be delivered 
up and transported to another State, except the 
power expressly given to him by the Constity. 
tion of the United States, and what is the: 
power? it only authorises the Governor of one 
State to surrender upa fugitive from justices to 
return him back to the State from whence he 
has fled. First, The person to be surrendered 


}up must be a fugitive from the State to whic’, 


it isattempt:c to surrender him. Second, He 


to incite rebellion and insurrection in that State; '; Must be a fugitive from justice; in other words 


he was demanded by the Gov. of that State, of | 
the Gov. of New York, and the reyu'sition sta- 
ted that he had FLep From gusticzc—the Govern- 


or of the State of New York (Marcy) too no- 


tice that the said Williams was a citizen of the © 
State of New York, and had not fied from jus-_ 
tice from Alabama, and on 1H4T GROUND ALONE. 
refused to surrender him up. This wasa strong- 
ercase than that of Smith's, as an isprciment | 
HaD BSEN FovND. Gov. Marcy puts his refusai, 


he musi have beenin tho State when and where 
the crime was committed and have fled fron, 
that State to evade being apprehended ani 
tried for that crime. Third, Unless he is iz 
fact sucha fugitive from justice, the Governo: 
has no power, by the laws or Constitution, t 
deliver him up. Fourth, If he is charged wit, 
bciog a fugitive from justice and the Governor 
cause him to be apprehended on that charge: 
he hasanght to suc outa Hebcas Corpus and 


upon the express ground that by the Constita-|| Wher brought up on that writ he has the uu- 


tion of the United States the Governor of one | 


State had no right to demand, nor the Governor 
of another State a right to surrender up one of 
his citizens un'ers he had fled from justice; and 


it was the right and the duty of the Governor 


doubted right of showing that the Governor hes 
no Constitutional power to ceiver him up to 
another State; that he has not ‘fled from jus- 
tice into this tate,’ and is not such a Person as 
the Constitution authorises the Gevernor to de- 


upoo whom the demand was made to inquire liver up, and thatit would be en excess of ju. 
into the fact whether he had fled from justice | isdiction on the part of the Governor to deliver 
before lve made the surrender. I have the book | him up. The qtestion to be examined into up- 
containing all the proceedings in this case of 0” the return of the Habeas Cuspus would bes 
Williams: there arc several other cases equally | mere question of locality, the question would 
in point, and they all proceed upon the ground %¢ Was Smith iu this State or net at the time 
that the Governor of a State has no jurisdiction the crime was committed in Misgouri? If he 


over the body ofa citizen to arrest und surren-| 


was in this State at that time, then be could not 


der him up to a foreign State unless he is afu- be 2 fugitive from justice, from Missouri, in 
gative from that State, unless he has fed from the sense of the Constitution, and the Governor 
that State to evade ‘justice, or in other words | WOuld have no power to deliver hima up. 


to evade being tried for the offeace with which 


The argument that because Gov. Boggs has 


he is charged. - laa despotic form of Govern- made oficavit that Smith has fod isom justice, 
ment the sovereign power is the wll of the | his aflicavit is to be taken as conclusive on thai 
Monarch who can act in every instance as may point, aud that vpon the return of a Habeas 


suit his pleasure; but can the Governor of one | Corpus, S:uith would be precluded from contro- 
of our States, of his own mere wi'l, without | verting ur showing the falsity of that affidavit, 
any outhority-from the Constitution, or the | is too absurd to require a serious answer, 


Legis'ative power of thé State, arre-t and deliv-' 


The liberties of the citizens of this State are 


er up to a foreign Government any person what- | not held on quite so feeble a tenure, nor does 


ever! Af he can do this, then is the liberty of the Constitution authorise the Governor w 
the citizen wholly at his disposal. transport the citizens of th's Siate upon @ mere 


The writ of Habeas Corpses isa suit which | ‘charge’ made by a citizen of another State; 
every person i) prisoned or unlawfully detained | such is not the reading of the Constitution; that 
has rig! (o prosecute for the recovery of his | instrument only authorises the delivery up of 
liberty, and if be is in custody by process from | such persons ‘who ehali flee,’ upon the demand 
& competent! power Le is entitled to hie dig-|}of the Executive authority of the State from 
charge wien the jucisdiction bas been.exzecu-|; which they fled’— here must have been a 
qed. 2 eflight’ in fact and in deed from the State whese 
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the offence was committed or the Governor has ghave saved at least two of the citizensof Ite 
no jurisdiction to ‘deliver up.’ Ifthe charge of  nois from becoming victims to its abuse. In the 


having ‘fled’ is made, and the Governor acting ff year 1839 the Governor of the State of New York 
in pais is attempting to deliver up upon that | was presented with the copy of an indictment 
charge, the person attempted to be made the jj by a grand jury in the city of New York against 
victim has a clear undoubted constitutional || John & Nathan Aldritch, for fraud in obtaining 
right, by means ofa writ of Habeas Corpus, to] goods by false pretences, and was requested te 
test its truth before a judicial tribunal of the] make a requisition upon the Governor of Ili- 
country, and if the charge is proven to be false, {nois, to surrender them up as fugitives from 
the Governer is ousted of his jurisdiction over |] justice. Now here was a case which came ex- 
the person of the prisoner, and he is restored to} actly within the letter of the Law of Congress, 
his liberty before he has undergone the penalty | in relation to fugitives from justice. An indict. 
ofthe transportatiou to a foreign country, upon |} ment had been found charging them with having 
ihe mere charge of an interested or partial wit-|| commitied a crime. “But did the Governor of 
ness. |New York make the ‘requisition?? No; he 

The power of the Executive of a State toj/referred the application to the Hon. John Cc 
surrender up a citizen to be transported to a | Spencer, now Secretary of War, and one of the 
foreign State for trial; is a most tremendous|| most enlightened Jawyers of the age. 


power which might be greatly abused, wereit}} Theo following is an extract of Mr. Spencer's 
net limited by Constitutional checks, and the} 


| opinion upon the case: 
citizen secured against its despotic exercise by} 
the writ of Habeas Corpus. In the case of} 
Williams, the Governor of New York, in his} 
reply to the Governor of Alabama, says, ‘What} 
occurs daily in the ordinary course ef criminal 
proceedings, may take place in regard to per- 
sons transported to # distant jurisdiction for tri- jcommitted certain offences. These offences 


are of the deepest grade of criminality, and 


robbers, murderers, and incendiaries, are those 
livered yous of | enumerated, as proper to besurrendered. Fol- 
stitution besanctioned. Under these circum- 


stances his condition would be perilous indeed ;} the 

dragged from hie heme, far removed from jion in our Constitution, it would secm, should 

friends; borne down by the weight of imputed j be construed to embrace similar eases only, ex- 

guilt, and’ unable, probably to obtain the evi. cept, P — . those offences which arise from 

dence by which he might vindicate hfs inne-|}*" abuse of the same Constitutional provision— 

cence; if appearances were against him he that provision mast be guarded with the utmost 
: care or it will become intolerable. 


could scarcely hope to escape unmerited con- 
*T do not think the circumstances of the case 


demnation,. | 
before me are of such grave import, or the of 


The American Colonists regarded the exer- 
cise of this power, as an act of revolting tyranny, || §#2¢® itself ofsuch high grade as to justify the 
requisition desired. The power given by the 


and assigned it in the declaration of Independ- , 
Constitution ought not to be cheapened, nor 


ence, as one of the prominent causes that im- wn rt. 
pelled them to a separation from the British || *PPlied to trifling offences, nor indeed to any 
thet was not originally centemplated.” 


Empire. A power which may be thus oppress 
ively used sheuld bo resorted to with the great- 
est caution. When its exercise ie invoked it is 


Constitutional provision under whieh 
requisitions may be made by the Governor of 
‘one State upon the Governor of another, was a 
substitute for the principle recugnized by the 
law of Nations, by which one sovereign is 
bound to deliver to another, fugitives who have 


For the reasons stated in Mr. Spencer’s opin- 
ion the Governor of New York refused to make 
not sufficient that the case may eppsrently||the requisition upon the Governor of Illinois, 
come within the letter of the Constitution; it)| The case certainly came within the letter of the 
is tho duty of the Executive, before yielding a} law; but not. within its spirit and meaning,— 
blind obedience jo the letier of the law, to see|'so with the affidavit of Gov. Boggs, when be 
that the case comes within the spirit and mean- | swears that Smith had fled from justice, it may 
ing of the Constitution. It may be pleasing as)! come within theletter of the Constitution; but 
well as instructive to look into the proceedings | does it come within its spirit and meanihg* 
of the Executive of our sister State, and wit-) does it shew that Smith was in Misseuri at the 
ness, that by faithfully administering the law itime of the commission of the crime and thatbe. 
in relation to the delivery up of fugitives from} fled from that State to evade being brought te 
justice, according to its spirit and meaning they | justice for that crime? or does it refer to the 
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flight ef Smith and the Mormons from Missoun, | | CONFERENCK MINUTES. 


some years.since! 

I will refer to one more case of a similer na- 
ture. Lord Campbell, formerly Attorney Gen. 
eral of England, in a recent debate in Parlia- 
ment upon the subject of the Creole, made the 
following remarks: ‘To show how cautious 
States should be in making such concessions 
one to the other reciprocally, he would mention 
a case that occurred when he was Attorney 
General. A treaty had been agreed upon be- 
tween the State of New York and the province 
of Canada, by which the Government of each 
agreed reciprocally to deliver up the citizens 
or subjects of the other against whom Grand 
Juries had found a bill, and who had sought re- 
fuge within the territories of the other. It bap- 
pened that a slave had escaped from his master, 
at New York, and had got to Canada. To fa- 
cilitate his escape, he rode a horse of his mas- 
ter’s fora part of the way; but turned him beck 
on reaching the frontier. The authorities of 
New York well knew that England would not 
take up a runaway slave, and that asthey could 
no. claim him under the treaty; they therefore 
had a bill of indictment egainst him before a 
New York Grand Jury for stealing the horse, 
though it was clear the animus furandi was 
wanting. The Grand Jury, however, found a 
true bill against him for the felony, and he was 
claimed under the treaty. The Governor, un- 
der such circumstances, refused to give him up 
until he had consulted the Government in Eng- 
land. He (Lord Campbell) was eonsulted and 
gave it as his opinion that the man ought net to 
be given up, as the true bill where no felony 
had been committed, did not bring the case 
within the treaty. The man was not given up. 
end there the matterrested. This, he repeated, 


. showed the necessity of the greatest caution 


where reciprocal righta of surrender were gran- 
ted between States.” 

It is not to be presumed that the Executive 
of this State would, knowingly, lend his aid in 
dragging one of our citizens, who is net a fugitive 
from justice, into a foreign State, for trial. 
The Governor has, undoubtedly, been misled 
by the evasive affidavit which accompanied the 


requisition. I would advise that Mr. Smith 
procure respeetable and sufficient affidavits to 
prove, beyond all question that he was in this 
State, and not in Missouri, at the time the 
crime, with which he is charged, was commit- 
ted, and, upon these affidavits, epply to the 
Governor te cougtermand the warrant he has 
iesued fer his arrest. If he should refuse so to 


do, I am clearly of the opinion that upon the 
above state of facts, the Supreme Gouri will 
disehatge him upon Habeas Corpus. 

ectfully your obedient servant, 
JUSTIN BUTTERFIELD. 


it 
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Olive Green, Oct. 17, 1842. 

The Sunbury branch of the Chureh of Jesus 
Christ of Latter Day Saints, met in conference 
at the house of brother Festus Sprague, Elder 
John P. Green, was called te the chair, elders 
Alexander Badlem and Henry Kempton as 
clerks, by the request of elder Lyman Wight, 
vote unanimous. Prayer was offered up by 
brether J. P. Green, who made known the ob- 
ject of the cenference, and the mission of the 
elders abroad, at this time; calling on the saints 
to step forth and obey the commandments of 
the Lord, by buildingthe Temple, and the 
Nauvoo House, which would be done by the 
gathering of the saints, and the tithings and 
consecrations of the Lord’s people. 


Elder Wight then arose to instruct the saints 
concerning their present situation, showing that 
brotherly love and kindness should exist among 
us, which would make us thet we canld not 
bear to hear of the sufferings of our brethren, 
and not be willing to share with them is their 
sufferings, as well asin prosperity, and shew 
our love by putting forththe helping hand; 
he told the brethren plainly that all excuses 
were in vain, and if the saints would go forth 
tothe place appointed, and talk no more of 
staying behind, to help the travelling elders as 
they pass through, there will be no danger but 
the elders will be well supplied; it being the 
duty of the churchesto lay hold with their 
might in assisting in the great and gloriou, 
work of building up the city of Nauvoo. Plain- 
ly setting forth without hypocrisy or deception, 
saying to the brethren, if you are disposed to 
keep the commandments of God, you will cen- 
sider no sacrifice too great, when you see what 
your brethren have passed through; forif you 
expect to reign with them in glory, you muet 
expect to patticipate with them here; fori! 
should be remembered that all the persecution 
that has been suffered has been in consequence 
ofthe ecattered situation of the church, which 
has made some of them an easy prey to the ad- 
versary of all souls. He further stated that the 
gathering was necessary for the building ef the 
houses—for the relief of the poor—and salva- 
tion of the church; and he set forth the princi- 
ple of economy in it so plain thet it could not 
be misunderstood; and also declared that there 
was no other man who could have devised such 
a scheme of economy, for beth the rich and 
the poor, But Joseph Smith, who is our prophet 
and seer. Brother Wight declared himself able 
jand willing te prove the character of Joseph 
|Smith to be more meek, mere humble, chaste. 
and virtuous—better qualified to fill bis mission, 
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which is to usher in the fuilness of all dispen- 
sations, and gather the house of Israel, than 
any prophet from Moses to Malachi. He also 
challenged the world to bring on their champ 
on and he was ready to meet him. 

The expression ef the conference was then 
ealled with regard to their having entire confi- 
dence and fellowship in Joseph Smith, as a 
prophet gnd seer, which was manifested by up- 
lifted hands, witheut one dissenting voice,— 
We find the brethren here perfectly sound in 
the faith, and are willing to doall they can.— 
Some have manifested their faith by theif 
works, and“ have contributed for the houses in 
such things asthe brethren in Nauvoo want, 
such as clothing, shoes, &c. which will be sent 
on by brother Henry Kempton soon; and as soon 
as they can dispose of their property they will 


do every thing that can be desired, both in buy- 


ing Nauvoo stock, and for the Temple. 


Tuesday evening, met at elder H. Kempton’s, 
and ordained fourelders. This branch consists 
of forty one members, including five elders, two 
priests, and one teacher. Here brother Green 
left us, and went through Huron county; he 
arrived at Kirtland Tuesday morning, 25th Oct. 
and we arrived the same day. The day that 
brother Green left us we went ten miles, to the 
house of Mr. Smith, a man who had made nu 
profession of religion of any kind, who obtain. 
ed the house of the New Lights, in that place, 
for preaching: we held a meeting, and stopped 
with him through the night. In the morning 
he proposed to let brether Wight take his grist 
and saw mill apparatus which consists of an en- 
gine of thirty horse power, boilers, and two run 
of burrs, four feet each, of a superior quality, 
of which he gives one half for delivering on the 
bank of the Misaissippi, at Nauvoo. The prop- 
erty is considered worth not less than two thou- 
sand five hundred dollars. When there a com- 
mittee was appointed, of the last mentioned 
branch, to either build or buy a boat sufficient 
to carry the mill and about one hundred per- 
sons, who will all be ready to start from that 
place by the first of May next. Mr. Smith 
then said ifhe should die before we returned, 
he requested that the mill should not only be 
taken, but his family also; for it was his desire 
that they sheuid be raised among a christian 
people, and not among heathen; and they were 
as anxious to go as he was to have them go.— 
Hie oldest daughter said that she had always 
wanted to goto Nauvooever since she had 
heard there wasn Nauroo. We then made on 
our way to New Portage, where we found about 
fifteem brethren and eisters; here we preached 
tothem on Sunday; they are calculating on 


going up inthe spring. From there we went on 
through Franklin, where we founda small 
branch, built up by elders Shirtleff and El- 
dredge; these are talking of going up soon.— 
From this we came on to Kirtland: here broth- 
er J. P. Green informed us that whi.e he was ab- © 
sent from us, passing through Huron county, 
he stopped at a temperance house, where, af- 
ter making himself known, he was politely in- 
vited to preach on Sunday, in the Presbyterian 
meeting house; which circumstance proved to 
be one of the anomalies of this generation; he 
preached on Saturday night to a few persons— 
the minister, Mr. White, was present. On Sab- 
bath morning at an early hour the house was 
crowded with people. Mr. Whité wished to 
know what course he should pursue, and then 
stated what he desired, which was to hear what 
was the faith of the Mormons, and wherein they 
differed from the pepular sects of the day.— 
Brother Green assented to his proposition: he 
then arose and presented to the congregation 
the object, and called foran expression of the 
people to know if they would hear him, Mr. 
White, in his ordinary way, or hear the stran- 
ger; upon which a unanimeus vote was given 
for the stranger, who then presented unto them 
the scriptures of the Old and New Testament 
as being full of prophets, prophesyings, and 
revelations to be fulfilled in the last cays, which 
are the days of this generation, and proposed to 
show from’ the scriptures that these things will 
be literally fulfilled, and then read the Iith 
chapter of Isaiah, showing by it that the Lord 
established his kingdom upon the earth when 
the root of Jesse stood foran ensign for the 
people in his day, at Jerusalem; also showing 
that God would at another distinct period, and 
at another day, set bis hand to restore the king- 
dom unto Israel; andin that day God weuld 
set up an ensign to the nations, which ensign 
should accomplish the great and glorious work 
of restoration promised unto the house of Israel. 
Elder Green showed the difference between 
the two ensigns so plain, that no person need 
be mistaken or blend them together—searching 
the prophets from Moses to John the Revela- 
tor; showing in avery clear and satisfactory 
light, that something liko untothe Book of Mor- 
mon, and the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter 
Day Saints, must certainly come forth, or the 
prophets must fail, He then bore the testimo- 
ny of the Lerd unto them that God had now set 
his hand to accomplish the same, and had cal- 
led Joseph Smith to be a Prophet and Seer unto 
this generation; and warned all men both pro- 
fessors and non professors to search the scrip- 
tures with the prayer of faith; to hold fast all 
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‘Gentiles. 


- om the principles of faith, repentance, and bap- 


thé good that they had got; essuring them that 
there would be false christs, false prophets, and 
‘eachers, who would bring in demnable here- 
rier, and showed them that no man need be de- 
evived, as God would impert of his spirit unto 
all who would receive it. Elder Green also 
told them thet he condemned no man—neither 
did he sit in judgment on any man: but mani- 
feasted that charity unto them that is clways be- 
coming ina seraant ef the Most High, in order 
that all men may be left without excuse, and 
thet it may never be said that good is evil epo- 
ken of, by the elders in Israel. We left the 
people ‘with very serious and favorable impres. 
sions; having destroyed much prejudice by the 
light which was reflected. 

Kirtland, Oct. 28, 1842. 

This evening brother Green preached in the 
Temple, from the [2th chupter of Revelations, 
more particularly on the subject of accusing 
the brethren, toa very attentive congregation; 
he recommenced that the brethren should ne- 
ver be found accusing one another, but to cast 
out the accuser andthrost him down, and live 
im peace and union, and enjoy the spirit of God. 
He also preached a funeral sermon on Sunday 
afternoon, to a large number of persons, and set 
forth the doctrine of the resurrection—the reign 
of Christ on the earth—and the beauty of be- 
coming obedient tothe gospel: as neither the 
deccased northe mournershad yet become 
obedient. Brother Green also spoke at inter- 
val, bore testimony, and counselled with the 
chairman throughout the conference, approving 
in all cases the proceedings of eficting a union, 
assisted in the ordinance of baptizing, ordain- 
ing, confirming, blessing children, &c. 

We shall not be willing to return, as the Lord 
said to Liyman and Parley, to return not without 
one hundred; but we shal} not be willing to 
roturn short of what Joseph said on the stand— 
with our thousands and tens of thousands.— 
With grist mills, saw mills, carding machines, 
factories, foundries, merchandize, cattle, sheep, 
and horses; and in chort, the fulness of tho 
There never hes been the time when 
the gospel could be preached with the same 
ease and influcnce as at the present time. 

LYMAN WIGHT. 
Aprxanper Bartram, Clerk. 


Kitland, October 28, 1842. 
A mecting was held this day, in the house of 
the Lord. Brother Lyman Wight having com- 
menced the subject of what it required to save 
an individual, and having addressed the people 


previous, he again Tecumed he subject ant 
read the J3th chapter of Ist Corinthians. The 
doctrines of the eaints were held up te view ir 
80 positive, plain, and convincing ® manne: 
that all the congregation seemed net only wel! 
satisfied but very much astonished at the things 
which they had heard. Only about seventy 
five were present; but in the afternoon one 
hundred and fifty persons came into the Tem- 
ple with cheerful countenances, while ‘elder 
Wight, by the power of the spirit of God 
launched forth intoa boundless theme of intel- 
ligence, while the doctrines of charity, baptism 
for the dead, and responsibility of connections 
were socloarily taught that noone could be 
misguided by his remarks. At the close of the 
meeting an appointment was given out for bap- 
tising the next morning at 7 o‘clock, in the wa- 
ters of Shagrin Rilver. 

At the appointed time a great number of per- 
sons assembled, not only to witness this very 
delightful and soul reviving spectacle of hum- 
ble obedience to the ordinance of baptism, but 
to become partakers in the joys which flow 
from cheerful obedience to the commandmen?® 
of God. The sight was sublime and affecting; 
to behold both old and young fincking wgeth- 
er and pressing forward to the liquid stream, so 
celebrated asa place of baptism by the Latter 
Day Saints. After this service was concluded 
the whole congregation repaired to the Temple, 
where from five to seven hundred persons were 
soon assembled, to hear the instructions of 
elder Wight, which were in strict accordance 
with the propositions he had previously made; 
in which the doctrines of babtism, charity, &c. 
were set forth in so clear and plain a manner 
that every heart was made glad. In the eve- 
ning the church egain met and were instructed 
by brother Wight, after which the brethren, on® 
after another arose,and so great were the mani- 
festations of the spirit to the congregation, acd 
so clear the evidence and testimony to every 
soul, thatitseemed almost impossible to bring 
the meeting to a close without curtailing many 
in the privilege of bringing in a testimony con- 
cerning the blessings received by complying 
with the requirements of heaven; and by giv- 
ing heed tothe instructions of those whom God 
had sent to this meeting. In consequence of 
the uncommon degree of intelligence and pow~ 
er manifested it was more like those meetings 
enjoyed in times past, in the house of the Lord. 
than any since the church removed to the west. 
The next morning we again went to the wate; 
and many more came forward, some of whom 
were not baptised before; after this we went 


tam for the remission of sins, the two evenings 


sgain to the Temple, where the conference sat 
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agreeable to previous appointment, Oct. 31,, are now holding meetings every night, and 
($42. Elder Lyman Wight was called to the|| shali doso.as long as there is frem three to ten 
chair;- elders John Morton and A. Badiam,|| coming forward a day, which is now the case. 
clerks of the conference, Elder Wight aroge|, The people aro preparing to come from Paines- 
iad instructed the church concerning the man-|| ville, Cleveland, Chardon, and ail the regione 
ner of dealing one with another; showing the||of country round about. We have po raason 
brethren the great impropricty of attempting to!||to doubt but thata great work will be done, 
setin judgment upon each other; but rather|/here, ifthe brethren in Nauvoo give us ther! 
cast the mantle of charity over, and extend the/| prayers; for ihe bretaven here truly give vou 
and of friendship to all, Conference then: ad-'| theirs; for they are truly with you both pears 


| 4 
journed until two o’clock in the afternoon. hand, in all things, end there will be 


Brother Wight spoke concerning the; organi- | done here for both houses. Some who had ca- 
ation of the church in this place, and gave it,| tirely relaxed their intcntions to do any tine. 
his opinion that it would not be necessary io have coneluded to go vs high as a hundred 
rgagize as astake, but remain for further i ins ‘lars; and othere wovold willingiy givo al} tues 
‘ructions from , President Joseph Smith, as al shave if required. One woman, who at tie 
ranch; to which the church cheerfully agreed | commencement of the conterence deciared ier- 
nanimously. Accordingly Lester Brooks was | Self good evough wiihout se-bapiism, aes row 
hosen president, elders Join Youngs, and Hi-;,come forward tefote the close emi saya that 
im Kellogg counsellurz, John Merton clerk |! sae would go tothe Rocky Mountains if Joseph 
fthe church, and Thomas Burdick bishop, as || said so; and in fine, we are row in the nidet 
«fore, with the right to choose his own coun i of glory, and glorious times, and care act ifit 
lore. It was then by a unanimou: coiee| neverends. Amen, and amen. . 
reed upon, that this branch shall hold inter-' | LYMAN WiGiil, 
vurse and communion with brother Joseph | JOHN P. GREEN, 
‘with, from time to time, es circumstances may | ALEXANDER Lapiam, Clerk. 
quire, The vote was then calied torknow Attesi—D. H. Bavane. 
‘ow many present were willing to acknow!- | 
cyge President Joseph Smith as a prophet, rev- 
vlator, and seer, when there was not one dis- 
enting voice; all agreed to jt cheerfully, with || Amongst the many present at this meenog 
icetful hearts and noble souls, (thanks be to)! was one Emily Coburn sister to tho wife of 
‘od for brotherly kindness.) Twenty eight!| New ‘el Knight. The Rev. Mr, Shearer, a di- 
ders were then ordained, and the conference | vine of the Presbyterian faith, who had consid- 
.Jjourned until the next day at [0 o'clock. [ered himself her pastor, came to understand 


It being the first day of November, elder! that she was likely to believo our doctrine, and 
Wight then read the third chapter of 2d Corin- || bad a short time previous to this our meeting, 
thians, after which he set forth the difference | caine to labor with her, but having spent some 
vetween the lettcr and the spirit, showing thar| time with her without being able to persuace 
the Jews as well as this generation wore a vail her against us, he endeavored to have her leave 
of darkpess over their faces and Hearts; but re sister’s house, and go with him to her fa- 
their minds were blinded, for unjil this day re-|/ther’s, who lived at a distance of at least ten 
iaaineth the same vail uutaken away, in the) miles off: for. this purpose he had recourse to 
veacing of the Old Testament; which vail is| stratagem, he told herthat one of her brothers 
lone away iq Cirist; consequently all who em-! was wailing at a certain piace, wishful io have 
drace the gospel of Jesus Christ, “with open'iher go home with him, he succeeded thus to 
face, behold as in a glass the glory of the Lord; | get her a little distance from the house wacn, 
and ore he into the samo. image, from |seeing that her brother was notin wailing tor 
glory to glory; and heing possessed of this |her, she refused to go any further with lim, 
viessing will no , doube be willing to admit of }upon which he got hold of her by tse ora w 
modern revelations. The conference adjourn- |force her along; but her sister, was soon wiih 
ed at five o’cluck, until the sixth cay of Aprij'|them; the two women were too many for him 
next, and he was forced to sneak off without his er- 

Through the scene of this conference two!| rand, after all his laber and ingenvity. Noin- 
hundred gnd three persons were baptise:', and//ing daunted however he went to ker father, re- 
thirty elders ordained; eighteen chi'dren bles-|| presented to him somethiag or other, which 
ted; bread and wine administered to between} induced the old gentleman to give him a power 
two and three hundred, in full fellowabip, ofattorney, which, as s00n as our inceung was 


HISTORY OF JOSEPH SMITH. 
Continued. 
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immediately served upon her and carried her o 
to her father’s residence, by open violence, 
against ber will. All his labor was in vain 
however, for the said Emily Coburn, in a shert 
time afterwards, was baptized and confirmed, 
a member of the “Church of Jesus Christ of 
Latter-Day Saints.” 

However, early on Monday morning we were 
on the alert,-and before our enemies were 
aware we had repaired the dam, and proceeded 
to baptize, when the following thirteen persons 
were baptized under the hands of Oliver Cow- 
dery, viz: Emma Smith, Hezekiah Peck and 
wife, Joseph Knight and wife, William String- 
ham and wife, Joseph Knight jr., Aaron Culver 
and wife, Levi Hall, Polly Knightand Julia 
Stringham. Before the baptism was entirely 


over, on the above named Sunday evening, of 


‘finished, the mob began again to collect, and 


shortly after we had retired, they amounted to 
about fifty men. They surrounded the house 
of Mr, Knight (where we had retired to) raging 
with anger and apparently wishful to commit 
violence uponus. Some asked us questions, 
others threatened us, se that we thought it wis- 
dom to leave and go to the house of Newel 
Knight. 

There also they followed us, and it was only 
by the exercise of great prudence on our part, 
asd reliance on our heavenly Father that they 
were kept from laying violent hands upon us, 
and so long as they chose to stay we were ob- 
liged to answer them various unprofitable 


questions, and bear with insults and threat- 
nings without number. 


We had appointed a meeting for this evening, 
for the purpose of attending to the confirmation 
of those who had becn the same morning bap- 
tized; the time appointed had arrived, and our 
friends had nearly all collected together, when 
to my surprise, I was visited by a constable, 
and arrested by him on a warrant, on charge of 
being a disorderly person; of setting the coun- 
try in an uproar by preaching the Book of Mor- 
mon, &c. &c. The constable informed me 
(soon afterI had been arrested) that the plan 
of those who had yot out the warrant, was to 
get me into the hands ofthe mob, who were 
now lyingin ambush for me; but thathe was 
determined to save me from them, as he had 
found me to be a different sort of person from 
what I had been represented to him. I soon 
found that he had told mathe truth in this 
matter, for not far from Mr. Knight’s house, 
the waggon in which we had set out was eur- 
rounded by the mob, who seemed only to await 
some signal from the constable; but to their 
great disappointment, he gave the horse the 


whip and drove me out of their reach. Whilst 
driving along pretty quickly, one of the wag. 
gon wheels came off, which left us, once more, 

very nearly surrounded by them, as they had 
come on, in close pursuit, however we man- 
aged to get the wheel on again and, again left 
them behind us. He drove onto the town of 
South Bainbridge, Chenango county, where he 
lodged me for the time being, in an upper room 
of a tavern, and in order that all might be 


right with himself and with me also, he slept 


during the night with his feet against the door. 
and a ‘oaded musket by his side, whilst I occu~ 
pied a bed which was in the room, he having 
declared that if we were interrupted unlawfully, 
that he would fight forme, and defend me as 
far as in his power. 


On the day following a court was convened 
for the purpose of investigating those charges 
which had been preferred against me. A 
great excitement prevailed on account of the 
scandalous falsehoods which had been circula- 
ted, the nature of which will eome out in the 
sequel. 


In the mean time, my friend, Joseph Knight, 
had repaired to two of his neighbors viz: James 
Davidson and John Reid Esqrs., (respectable 
farmers; men renowned for their integrity, 
und well versed in the laws of their country,) 
and retained them on my behalf during my 
trial, At length the trial commenced amidst a 
multitude of spectators whoin general evinced 
a belief that I was guilty of all that had been 
reported concerning me, and of course were 
very zealous, that I should be punished accor. 
ding to my crimes, Among many witnesses 
called up against me, was Mr. Josiah Stoal fof 
whom I have made mention, as having worked 
for him some time) and examined tothe fol- 
lowing effect. Q. Did not the prisoner Joseph 
Smith have a horse of you? Ans. Yes. Q: 
Did not he go to you and tell you, that an an- 
gel had appeared unto him, and authorised him 
to get the horse from you? Ans. No, he told 
me no such story. Q. Well; how had he the 
horse of you? Ans. He bought him of me, ‘as 
another man would do. Q. Have you head 
your pay? Ans. That is not your, business.— 
The question being again put, the witness re- 
plied, **I hold his note for the price of the 
horse, which I consider as good as the pay; for 


Iam well acquainted with Joseph Smith Jr., — 


and know him to be an honest man; and if he 
wishes Iam ready to let him have another 
horse on the same terms.” . 

Mr. Jonathan Thompson was next called up, 
and examined. Q. Has not the prisoner, Jo- 
seph Smith Jr. hed a yoke of oxen ef you! 
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Aus. Yes. Q. Did he net obtain them of you 
by telling you that he had a revelation te the 
effect that he was tohave them? Ans. No, he 
did not mention a word of the kind concerning 
the oxen; he purchased them the same as an- 
other man would, 

After a few more such attempts, the court 
was detained for a time, in order that two 
yeung women (daughters to Mr. Stoal) with 
whom I had at times kept company; might be 
sent for, in order, if possible to elicit semething 
frem them which might be made a pretext 
againetme. The young ladies arrived and were 
severally examined, touehing my character, and 
conduct in general but particularly as to my 
behavior towards them both in public and pri- 
vate, when they both bore such testimony in 
my favor, as left my enemies without a pretext 
on their account. Several attempts were now 
made to prove something against me, and even 
circumstances which were alleged to have ta~ 
ken place in Broom county were brought for- 
ward; but these, my lawyers would not here 
admit of against me, in consequence of which, 
my persecutors managed to detain the court, 
until they had succeeded in obtaining a war- 
rant from Broom county, and which warran; 
they served upon me, at the very moment in 
which I had been acquitted by this court, 


TIMES AND SEASONS, 


CiTY OF NAUVOO, 
THURSDAY, DECEMBER 15, 1842. 

REMARKS ON CHARTERED RIGHTS. 

It will be seen by the inaugural address of 
Gov. Ford, that our city charters are considered 
objectionable, by hisexcellency, on many ac- 
counts; but particularly on account ef the 
‘powers granted.’ He states tkat ‘the peop'e of 
the State have become aroused on the sub:ect 
and anxiously desire that those charters should 
be modified, so as to give the inkabitants of the 
city of Nauvoo no greater privileges than those 
enjoyed by ethers of our fellow citizens.” The 
House of Representatives have taken up the 
subject and many of the Honorable members 
feel very desirous to take from ys our chartered 
rights. We insert the whole of the particulars 
pertaining to thie discussion as pub‘ished in the 
Sangamo Journal of Dec. 15. 

Now it does and always has appeared strange 
to us that euch a feverish excitement and such 
& continuous dogged jealousy should exist on 
the minds of community pertaining to us an a 


should be cherished by honorable members; and 

that opportunities should be sought to misrep- 

resent us, and to speak evil of our religion, in the 

Senate chamber, and in the Legislative hall. 

if indeed we as a people do possess peculiar, 

exclusive privi'eges: if we have violently, or 

frauda'ently taken from any men their rights; 

if we have refused to be subject to any legal en- 

actments; if we have transcended the bounds of 
our chartered privileges; or violated the Consti- 

tution of the State, or that of the United States; 

we refuse not to be dealt with legally, fairly, and 

constitutionally: but if we have broken no law, 

and have kept within the limits of our charter- 

ed rights, and those rigts are not exclusive; we 

throw ourse|ves under the banner of our great 

republic; we stand proudly erect, and proclaim 

ourselves American citizens; we claim the rights 
of the free sons of Columbia; we rest under the 

shade of our glorious Constitution; the broad 
folis of which we trust, will secure us from the 
power of re':gious bigots, and fanatics; the hand 
of persecution, and the power of tyranny and 
despotism. 

His Exceliency seems to think that our char- 

ters are ‘objectionable on many accounts; but 
particularly on account of the powers granted.’ 
What the many things are that are objectiona- 
ble we areat a loss to know, as we have never 
ebeerved them in the city charter; nor have 
honorable members who have discussed this 
subject, informed us of them; we have heard a 
great deal said about exclusive rights, and ex- 
traordinary powers; but we have never yet been 
shown where those powers exist; and unless we 
have more light thrown upen the sabjcet than 
has yet been made manifest, we must remain 
ignorant. Our city Charter grants us the priv- 
ilege of electing our own Mayor, City Council, 
Aldermen, Marsbal!,and Constables; of creating 
all offices and making all Jaws that shall be con- 
sidered for the benefit, well being, peace and 
happiness of the city of Nauvoo, ‘not repug- 
nant to the Constitution of the United States 
or of this State.’ 

Is there any thing objectionable in this? any 
powers that a duly advised Senator, or Legis'a- 
sor, wou'd deprecate? or that a philanthro- 
pist, or republican would not subscribe to! We 
have, too, our charter for the Nauvoo Legion, 
University, and Agricultural Society. 

As it regards the frst of these, we say thet it 
is equipped, officered, and organized, iu & man- 
ner that not only ddes credit to the city of Nau- 
voo, but to the State of Illinois; and is acknow!- 
edged byall who have seen its numbers, uniform 
and discipline, and witnessed its evolutions, to 


people; and more particularly that euch feelings 


bé_ one of the most efficient mi itary bodies ia 
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thie State; have they transcended their power, 
been negligent in their duties, or violated the 
lawt They bave not. We ask then, would it 
_ be wise? would it be politic? would it be con- 
sonant with the feelings of enlightened repub- 
lieans? and more especially of tae intelligent 
citizens of Jilinois, to trample under foot this 
mantic of protection; this shie.d of detence; and 
sacritice at the shrine of religious bigotry, par 

ty spirit, and idle rumor, a band of patriots, who 
bave voluntarily proffered their services to their 


positive knowledge of whether they were right 
or wrong: as if,we were on the eve of some fear. 
ful event, thought that ‘the House could not 
| be better employed now than in voting these 
| charters all down.’ And what is the reason 
‘assigned by honorable members for this un- 
precedented course of conduct? That the in- 
terests of the community require it, and that st 
Jis the wish of their constituents to have this 
| business despatched immediately ; that they may 


country, at their country’s call? rather let vs ii have’ ampl: evidence that they are coe their 


imitate their example; then shor ld we havea 
military force that would bid defiance to all ag- 


duty. 


With all deference, however, to the opinions 


gressors:: whose banners would float proudly, | of his Excellency, and that of houorable mem. 


and triumphantly throughout the land; and 


come a prover) throughout the Union. 
voluntary action, the proficiency that they have | 
made in military tactics, if found among otber | 
citizens, than the Mormons, would be lauded to 
the skies; they would be hailed as patriots; as| 


men: but because they are found in Nauvoo, 
shall narrow bigotry, and religious persecution | 
(without evidence) brand them as designing) 
persons and trailors to their country? 
says our Constilution; No! says the Constitu-| 
tion of the United States; No! reiterates every | 
patriot aud republican! for at such conduct the! 


Godess of Liberty would weep; and of such pro- 


ceediugs even tie monarchs of Europe wou'd 
be ashamed. 


Concerning our charters for a University, and. 
an Agricultural and Manufactoring Society; we 
presume that theroare nol any of the intelligent 
inhabitants of the State of Illinois wko would.: 
upon mature deliberation, wish for such a thing 
ae their repeal. ‘The first has a tendency to re- 
fine the mind, enlarge tie inteliect, and pro. 
mote Jearning. literature and science; while the. 
eecond bas a tendency to increase our resour. 


, bers, who have spoken on this subject; we 
whose prowess and military power, would be-| 


would beg 'eave to differ with them in relation 


‘Their |) to the views that ase entertained by the citizens 


of th's State generally, and particularly by the 
intelligent portion of them. 


That a prejudice exists in certa n sections of 


the country, where they have no means of at- 
highminded phiianthropists, and a3 honorable | 


taining information concerning us and our pro. 


jceedings; but through the false statements, the 
abuse, and the pub/:shed detraction and 
slander.( principally of areligious uature,)that is 


found in the columns of (he “angamo Journal, 
the Quincy Whig, and ot/er cations, ofa 


| similar kind, we are free to admit; but that this 
feeling is general that it arises from any extra-- 


‘ordinary powers that we possess, or ftom an 
-abnse ofour chartered privileges, we think can- 
not be eustained; and we tr'st that there wil be 
found a respectable majority of |.onorable meni- 
|bers, within the walls of the Leg'silative all 
that will svstain the liberal aud enlightened 
views of the Hon. Mr. SieClernand, that 
was in favor of giving the Siormous cgual right, 

He was sats ied that they had been persecuted; 
great efforts hed been made to git up an 
etlement against tem; and thai they liad as 


imech right to protect onas any He 


manufaciure, and be a source of wealth, not) 
only to Nauvoo,but to the surrounding country. I 
and tothe State. Is there any thing oljection- 

able inthis? or would it be consonant with the 
highminded, the euergetic, and the intelligent) 
citizens of lilino:s to proscribe learning,science. | 
trade and agiiculture? 


But we are very gravely told that tle people 


‘ 
of the State har> become sroused, and anxioue- ve’ 


ly desire (hut those charters should be re pealed, | 
or modiied; and oneo!fthe honorable men ibere,} 
Mr. Hicks, is so zealous to fullii] the wishes of 
his constituents, that he wishes them annulled, 


root and branch, immediately; without refer-| 


didnot believe that the cha:ter of Nauvoo con- 
tained any greaicr powers than liad been granted 
to oth er cities.’ 

people of feel highly exasper- 
ated at us, and desire a repeal of our charter!!! 
It cannot be possible; what have we done to 
them that they should desire it?” As a time 
wihien the interests of the State have been de- 
clining ;—w lieu inconsequence of fuolish, and 
ile le: cisiative enactments the State has been 
ove imed in debt, go that there seems to be 
uo alternative left, but that of a dishonorable 
rcpudistion;—at a time when many of, the citi- 
zeus have left the Statein consequence of a 
burthensome taxation;—ata time our 


ence, without testimony, wilbout examination, | 


benks Lave become insolvent, aud our exedit 


| without evidence, and in the absence of any 
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has something to say about this distinguished 


destroyed, when our wisest men have stood 
confounded, and have not known what method 
;oadopt to save the State from ruin. While all 
hearts have fainted the Mormons have been 
pouring in a flood of emigration, which is un- 
prececented in the history of this State; and 
with that emigration a proportionate increase 
of wealth;—they have built up a city which 
bids fair soon, to be tho largest city in the 
wost. They have converted a desolate waste 
into fields and gardens; they have euhanced 
the value of property, for many miles around 
Nauvoo, tenfold; thoy have created a market 
chat takes in agreat portion of the eurplus pro- 
duce, that is raised within thirty and forty) 
miles of Nauvoo; and in the city of Nauvoo! 
alone (which three years ago was a barren 
waste) their city and couuty tax amounts to 
upwards of four thousand dollars, (as per lest 
assessment:) they have commenced some splen-| 
did buildings, thet in point of magnitude, are | 
chitectural design, elegant workmanship, and: 
splendid appearance, will rival or outvie any. 
yuildings in the west, and will be an ornament | 
to the State of Iilinois; and they have also, 
raised a large independent military body which | 
does honor to the State, and is one of its stron- 
gest defences; they are making arrangement 
to manufacture pottery that will equal the finest 
porcelain ware; that now have to be imported 
from England, at an enormous expense; and 

have itin contemplation to manufacture iron: | 
and also cotton, silk, and woolen geods: and is 
this an injury to the citizens of Illinois? The 
Mormons have also maintained as good morals, 
und there have been as few delinquencie® 
among them, as among the same number of peo- 
ple in this, or any other Steic in the Union. — 
Can it be possible then that “the people of Wi- 
nou”? should desire to proscribe our privileges? | 
We believe not. The Mormons as Mr. Mc 
Clernand states ‘*heve persecuted,” and. 
s0litical demagogues, religious bigots, and par-| 
‘isan papers, have fanned the flame, and made 
dishonorable use of religious prejudice for po-| 
tical effect; but do these men call themaelves, | 
“the people of Illinois.” Will that honorable 
body ef men cumpo-ing the Legislative Assem- 
bly be governed by snch illiberal views; or wiil 
the respectable and enlightened portion of the 
inhabitants ef this’ State subscribe to such nar. 
tow contracted, bigoted, und antirepublican 
views? God forbid! we believe they will not. 


The following from the Chicago Democra | 
sustains us in our remarks, pertaining to slan™ 
der and persecution. 

JOSEPH SMITH. 


sectarian. One locates him here and anether 
there. One says he is doing this evil thing and 
another that. When, in fact, they know nothing 
about him. We arcin the regular receipt of the 
Nauvoo papers, one of which, religious, the 
Times & Sensons, is edited by him; and, all 
through the excitement, he has been at Nauvoo 
diligently attending to his own business, Oute 
isa political paper and it shall favor no religious 
sect at all, but shall deal with all fairly. Now 
what good does all this lying and abuse about 
the Mormon prophet do? A joke at his ex- 
pense or any one else's can be appreciated and 
passed over. But, at the present time, the mat 
ter is carried too far and, so far as our foreign 
press’ (he might also have added with propriety 
some of the presses of this State) ‘is concerned, 
the Mormons are a belied and persecuted sect. 
Joseph Smith has as good mght to set upa 
creed as Mahommed, Luther, Calvin, King 
Henry the VILI., Wesley, Campbell, or Parson 
Miller. His doctrines will go for what they are 
wortls and no more. Abuse never injured a 
cause nor did slander ever make a man’s friends 
the less in the end. Give Joseph Smith his 
due. Tell the truth about him and there stop. 
He asks no more, nor should any one e'se.” 

It is however stated by a honorable member 
(Mr. Johnson) ‘that Jo. (Joseph) Smith, the 
Mormon -prophet, bas used this charter to ar- 
rest himself from the civil authorities of the 
State, by causing himself to be brought before 
the Municipal Court of Nauvoo; and upon a 
trial ofsome sort discharged; and thus vaunt- 
inglv set at defiance, the civil authorities o 
this State. And that he has openly traduced_ 
and vilified the Governor of Missouri, and Ex- 
Governor Carlin, and set at defiance our insti- 
tutions there can’be as little doubt.’ In regard 
to the latter statement, we shovid have been 
pleased if the honorable member had referred 
us to the time, circumstances, or documenta, 
concerning Joseph Smith's setting at defiance 
our institutions, and viiifying the Governer: as 
we have no knowledge of the thing ourselvee, 
and should very much **doubt it.’ But suppo_ 
sing it was true; what hasthat to do with our 
charter; if he has defied the institutions of the 
State, or vilified the Governor; let hiin be deal’ 
with according to law; let him suffer for his 
own crimes ;—he is not the inhabitants of the 
city of Nauvoo; he is but one inmdivicual in it: 
thus we sre told that onc individual, out of 
abeut ten thousand, has done something wrong; 
and fursooth the whole community must be de- 
stroyed, body and bones. Ob shame where is 


"We do not pick up a single newspaper but [thy blush! If woe were to judge amy judic.ary, 
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any curporation, body politic, or legislative as- 
sembly by this rule, we sbould not find one but 
that would be destroyed throughout the length, 
and breadth of this vast republic. 

{n regard to the charge of Mr, Smith’s being 
brought before the Municipal Court, and of his 
being tried, and dismissed by them; the 
statement is incorrect. Mr. Smith was not 
brought before that tribunal atall. Itis true 
thatthe Municipal Court issued a writ of Habe- 
as Corpus (according to the salutary, and wise 
provisions made in the charter) but the shenifi 
was unwilling to give the prisoners up, until he 
had first obtained legal advice; while he was 
absent Mr. Smith disappearéd. Because he 

was not forthcoming, are the citizens of Nauvoo 
to be blamed? did they resist the civil authori- 
‘ties, or retard, or hinder theirsearch for that 
gentlemen? They didnot. They considered 
the writ to be illegal; and knew that the whole 
was a religious persecution; but despite of all 
this, they did net resist the civil authorities.— 
Mr. William Law who is City Councillor, and 


General in the Nauvoo Legion, told the gheriff 


in the presence of a promiscuous company that 
he might have free accessto search anywhere 
that he thought proper, that he might take with 
him a sufficient number to facilitate the search, 
and that he would pledge his honor, that he 
would not, and should not beinjured. Was he 
injured, weagain ask? no. What then have 
the citizens of Nauvoo done in this esrneme 
Echo answers what! 


In regard to the policy of his taking the steps 
he did, is another question, and not connected 
with our citizens generally; but we should 
think, that at that time of feverish excitement: 
when illegal claims had been made by the 
State of Missouri, and the Governor of this 
State had endorsed those claims; when rumor, 
with her ten thousand tongues, was busy circu- 
lating detraction, and falsehood; the press 
teeming with vitupcerative abuse and falsehood, 
and the public miud excited to the highest 
pitch we think that perhaps he took the wi- 
sest course; and our opinion is sustained by 
that of many intelligent men. That those 
claims were illegal aad the course pursued by 
Governor Carlin wrong, is very fully shown in 
tn able, learned, and lucid article, written by 
Justin Butterfield, the U. 8. Attorney for the 
district of Illinois, and may be found in the last 
number of the Wasp published Dec. 17th. 


Ife s:ates that Governor Reynolds of Missou- 
rihad no right to make such a requisition, up- 
on the mere vath of Ex-Governor Boggs, and 
that the Governor of this State had no right to 


‘Dear Sir: In answer to your favours ef the 
17th inst. Mr. Warren was correct in the in- 
formation he gave you of my opinion ef the 
illegality of the requisition made by the Gover- 
nor of Missouri, upon the Governor of this 
State, for the surrender of Joseph Smith, and 
that the Governor of this State should cause 
him to be errested, for the puzpose of being 
surrendered I had no doubt but the Supreme 
Court of this State would discharge bim upon 
Habeas Corpus,—sudsequent examinatien has 
confirmed me in that opinion. I understand 
from your letter, and from the statement of 
facts made to me by Mr. Warren, that the re- 
quisition of the Governor of Missouri, is ac- 
companied by an affidavit of Ex Governer 
Boggs, stating in substance, that on the 6th day 
of May last he was shot while sitting in his 
house, with intent to kill, and as he verily be- 
jieves, the act was committed by O. P. Rock- 
well, and that Joseph Smith was accessory to 
the crime before its commission, and that he 
has fled from justice; that it can be proved that 
Joseph Smith was not in the State of Missouri 
at the time the crime was committed: but was 
in this State; that it is untrue that he was in 
the State of Missouri at the time of the commis- 
sion of the said crime, or has been there at any 
time since; he could not, therefore, have fled 
from that State since the commission of the said 
crime? 
It is not to ve presumed that che Executive 
of this State would, knowingly, lend his aid in 
dragging one of our citizens, who ts not a fugr- 
tive from justice, into a foreign State, for trial. 
The Governor has, undoubtedly, been misled 
by the evasive affidavit which accompanied the 
requisition. I would advise that Mr. Smith 
procure respectable and sufficient affidavite to 
prove, beyond all question that he was in this 
State, and not in Missouri, at the time the 
crime, with which he is charged, was commit- 
ted; and, upon these affidavits, apply to the Gov- 
ernor to countermand the warrant he has issued 
for his arrest. If he shou!drefuse go to do, I 
am clearly of the opinion that upon the above 
state of facts, the Supreme Court will discharge 
him upon Habeas Corpus.’ 
Respectfully your obedient servant, 

JUSTIN BUTTERFIELD. 


At that time whén the Executive of two 
States, had either knowingly, and wantonly, 
or ignorantly, (we leave this for the public to 
judge) abused the power vested in their hands; 
and contrary to law, contrary to justice, and 
contrary to constitutional rights, were using 
the influence that their position gave them, to 


give him up: we quote the following. 


injure a free born American citizen; et a time 
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when public excitement was wound to the 
highest pitch; and mobs were threatening on 
every hand: if the Executive of these States 
had manifested such egregious ignorance in re- 
gard to that affair, he knew not but that their 
precedent, and influence, and the influence of 
religious prejudice might bias the minds of oth- 
ets, Who might act in his case; but indepen 
dent of this, ten chances to one but that he had 
been kidnapped by Missouri; and whether he 
had been given up by the judiciary of this 
State, or been kidnapped (both would have 
been illegal) it would have made no difference; 
he would have beenin the hands of a people 
who could not administer justice to him; who 
have heretofore acted as a legalized mob; and 
who would nodoubt have murdered him. Un- 
der these circumstances we think that he took 
the wisest course.’ 

But independent of what is before men- 
tioned, relative to our charters; we very 
mach doubt the legality, constitutionality, and 


always been in the habit of looking upon 
charters as instruments of a most sacred, and 
binding nature, in which the maintenance, 
and adherence to, or departure from, the 
honor and dignity of a state, or nation was 
concerned; and that when once granted con 
stitutionally, and without a repealing clause, or 
a reference to the time of their expiration, they 
could not be repealed, or altered, without tar- 
nishing the escutcheon of the state, or nation; 
without the consent of both parties viz. the 
petitioners and the state, or nation. 

We are led to these conclusions, both from 
the nature of the compact, and from the pre- 
cedent and usages of legielative bodies; if we 
trace the formation of governments to the first 
organization of society, we shal) realize the 
importance of one grand truth, which is 
found in the Declaration of Independence, apd 
eught to be written in letters of gold; ‘*that 
all mankind are born free and equal.” In thi 
situation nature placed mankind,and every man 
ruled his own house, made and administered 
his own laws, defended his own rights, and 
protected his own property; when govern. 
ments were formed, conventions were held 
and each man gave up his own individua) 
rights to govern, for the general good of the 
whole community;—such a community was 
formed in America at the time of the Declara- 
tion of Ifdependence. Having resisted the 
tyrapay, and thrown off the yoke of the mother 
country; being no longer subject to their laws; 
they became individually responsible for their 
own acts; these individuals selected persons 


from among themselves, in their several dis. 
tricts, to represent their interests; amd thus 
the law-making department, or government 
was empowered by the people to legislate for 
them, and the people promised to be governed 
by their enactments; subject however to the 
constitution, which had been sanctioned be 
the people; and which was their magna charte ; 
their protection, and safegaurd. Without en- 
tering into the particulars of the formation and 
organization of the United States, the histery 
of which is familiar to all, we would remark, 
that by this constitution the representatives 
were bound :—beyond it they could not go;— 
and any acts that they might pase contrary to 
this would be illegal, and the people were not 
bound toreceive them. This Constitution thus 
formed and sanctioned, making general provie- 
ions for the universa! good of the whole com- 
munity, among other things provided for the 
reception of new States into the Union, from 
its territories; or in other words, ceded up the 
right to govern, which had been vested in their 
hands, and allowed them to make theirewn 
laws, become freeand independent, and to gov- 
ern themselves; subject however to certain re- 
strictions as expressed in the Constitution of 
the United States, for the general goed. Thuz 
the pecple of that State became as free and iu- . 
dependent, in regard to their local affairs, 
as though the United States had not been form- 
ed; they are howevor bound by certain prinei- 
ples (which are acknowledged by all the States) 
of a general nature, to the confederation, fer 
the mutual good of all the States ef the Union. 
Just such a State is Illinois; she petitioned 
for the right to govern herself, which petition 
was granted, and she became an independent 
State. It has been customary for these inde- 
pendent States, thus formed, as popelation has 
increased, and towns becdéme populous, and 
the task become onorous for the Legislature to 
manage all their local affairs, to grant charters 
to different cities, and thus give up te those epe- 
cific places, (what was ceded to them by the 
General Government.) The right to govern 
themsclves in all local affairs; subject howev- 
er to the restrictions of their charter, which is 
to them what the Constitution iste the State. 
Now the United States never thought of ta- 
king from any of the seperate States their Con- 
stitution, they were heund by every sense of 
justice, honor and integrity, to maintain the in- 
dependence of the several States inviolate, and 
having ceded up the power to. govern, could 
not teke it beck. The same principle will ap- 
ply unto chartered sights,granted unto cities, 
and we have yet to learn that any of the Uni- 
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ted States, or the mother country, having gran- 
teda city charter ever took it back. It will, 
we presume be left for the State of Illinois to 
launch forth into this new ficld of legislatien, 
and accomplish this feat; which would be as 
disreputable as it is strange ;which would stamp 
an eternal stain upon her escutcheon, and be 
an anomoly in the history of all free nations,and 
we presume in the world, . 

When the ‘Magna Charter’ was signed by 
King John of England, although much against 
hie will, was that instrument ever recinded, 
either by him or any succeeding monarch? It 
was not:—the subject never enteted their 
councild. 

There have many charters and grants been 
made by that country, to cities, boroughs, cer- 
tain districts of country, and toindividuals, ma- 
ny of which are foolish and obnoxious, bat their 
rights have been held sacred and inviolate. 

In New York the *Maghattan company’ pe- 
titioned the Legislature for a charter, granting 
ibem the privilege of watering the city, and in 
tbat charter there was an ambiguous clause 
pertaining to their surplus funds, which was 
unobserved by the legislators; but which, how- 
ever, gave them a perpetual charter fur a bank: 
their petition was heard; they commenced 
their banking operations, to the surprise of the 
legislators, who soonsaw how they had been 
duped ;—the subject of repeal was brought up 
before the house; but it could not be carried. 
The people were enraged, and the Legislature 
were called on aspecial session to iuvestigate 
the subject of repeal; but they found that they 
could not honoiably accomplish it, und all that 
they could do was to pass an act that no char- 
ter of asimilar kind should again be granted. 

- Here then wasa charter obtained through du- 
plicity and guile, which the Legislative Assem- 
bly of New York found themselves bound to 
maintain inviolate; whilst our charter was ob- 
tained openly, honorably, and above board, and 
because there is a bare supposition without 
proof, that one individual has done something 


wrong, our charier muet be taken away, the) 


whole of the citizens injured, and our city laws 

and polity destroyed. 

We might refer to the bad policy of such a step 

and its injury tothe Government; the logs that 

would be sustained by companieg, and individ- 

uals; the want of confidence that such a step 

would produce &c ;but as our sheet is not large, 

we shall desist; and shall content ourselves, for 
the present, by saying that as sucha step would 

be unprecedented in the annals of Legislative 

bodies; that as it would be contrary to sound 

polrey ; (hat ag it would be dishonorable and un- | 


constitutiona], and would be a great injury te 
private individuals, that as the State is et the 
present time,through absolute necessity, on the 
vergeof repudiation; that they will not reck- 
lessly coinmit themselves by depriving a nam- 
ber of their fellow citizens of thoir chartered 
rights, and bring dishonor on the State, tha; 
might he avoided. We believe they will mot. 


For the Times and Seasons. 

Brotagr Taytor :— 

It has occurred te my 
mind that a few thoughts on the utility ofa 
general] diffusion of science, would not be unip- 
teresting to the readers of the ‘Times and Sea- 
sous.’ The following is therefore respectfully 
submitted for your consideration. 

Science, in its extended import is a develop- 
ment and collection of fac/s, and their compar- 
ison with each other, or the comparing of things 
as they exist in nature. 

True science is a discovery of the secret, im- 
mutable and eternal laws, by which the uni- 
verse is governed; and when practically ap- 
plied, sets in motion the mighty wheels o; 
useful engines, with all the various maehinery 
which genius has invented, or art contrived.— 
It ameliorates the condition of man, by extend- 
ing the means of intellectual, moral, social, and 
domestic happiness. 

The greatest discoveries in science, have not 
been made by the most powerful intellects un- 
der extraordinary circumstances; but by the 
concentrated efforts of ordinary minds under fa- 
vorable circumstances. As the concentrated 
solar rays willignite when brought toa focus 
through a common lens. | 

‘A spectacle-maker’s boy led to the discovory 
of the telescope. The discovery of a fountain 
player, that water could rise only to thirty-two 
feet in the tube of a forcing envine, led Galileo, 
to calculate the gravity of the air, 


process of determining the specific gravity of 
bodies while in the act of bathing. 

Newten’s attention was directed to the law 
of gravitation by the falling of an apple upon 
his head. On being asked how he discevered 
the true system of the universe, he replied, *by 
continually thinking aboutit. IfI have done 
the world any service’ (continued he) ‘it bas 
been by industry, and patient Liought.’ 

The saints being of choice intellects, seleoted 
from the great maes of mankind, witlf free end 
independent minds, determined to think and 
know for themselves, are well situated by an at- 
tentive observation of the phenomena and laws 


| Archimedes by ebservation discovered the 


pature, (the laws of motion, mechanies, 
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over and demonstrate uew truss, Abo 


in this way may excel in eciedce and tho arts, 
by turning every thing to. profit in ogriculture 
and machinery, as well agin religion, and mo- 

If the world in confusion and under mento 
bondage have made valvable acquisitions, what 
joey not the saints do? Situated as they are, 
with a man at their head. who can detect error, 
and fully appreciate philosophical truth, ‘even 


by the epirit of truth, which will guide into ali 


wuth.? 

May they not, by every man improving his 
own talent, by industry and perseverance, be- 
come the most prosperous, happy, and iatelli- 
gent people upon the earth? 

For the number, and value of scientific truths 
made known, will be in proportion to the num- 
ver of active minds engaged. 

Thus, while the surrbunding nations are con- 
vulsed and ‘perplexed,’ for the want of a circula- 


ting medium; we, by making capital of genius . 
‘and intellect, may cwell in civil peace and 


Larmony. H. TATE, 
Nauvoo, Nlinois, Dec. 15th 1842, 
EXTRACT OF A LETTER FROM | 
F. M. HIGBEE. 
_ Nauvoo, Dec. 25th 1842. 
Editor of the Times and Seasons: 

Dear Sir:—Please publish the following 
extracts from a letter received from Francis M. 
Higbee, written to his parents, in arswer to a 
letter written to him by them, upon the subject 
of two Jetters purporting to be written by him 
to J. C. Bennett and published in his book, cn- 
titled the “History of the Saints.” 

Reepectfully yours, as ever, 

ELIAS HIGBEE. 

Cary’s Academy, Pleasant Hill, Nov. 28, 1842. 

Dear Fatugr and Moruzn:—I received your 
letter to-day, under date of Nov. 13th whieh 
contained astonishing news to me indeed; and 
equally as painful os strange, and that is the 
fact of Benett’s book containing two letters 
from me, as such a thing has no foundation in 
truth, He has not got a scratch onearth, nor 
never did he have, with my name subscribed 
by my own hand, except the affidavit that fel! 
into hie hands. 

But as for any other document, or paper of 
any description, sort, orsize, with my name tu 
it, be has not got it frum me; nor from any one 


authosized to give it, forassuch no one ever 


possessed the power of exeeuting from me, ei- 


ther directly or indirectly. And if he hea pub-} 


lished any thing over my signature, or name, 


such thing, 1 have veen so.iciteu both by 
letter, and 1m person, to come out with such a 
lingo as Bennett, and others have done aud at 
tempted in days gone by. My assistance has 
loudly been called for in such a sheme, or ad- 
venture, and in one instance since I left home 
Ihave had what some might consider (were 
they disposed to be dishonest) a great offer or 
proposition made me, if I would assist in the 
management, and bringing into existenee, a 
newly modeled concern against the church; that 
is a corrected and revised story fresh from the 
mint. But God forbid, as long nas he gives me 
health, and strength, and vigor of mind, I 

Ihave never had any feelines avainst the 
church, or people; with the exception of a 

I have always respected, and reverenced, the 
work or faith and shall always continue eo 
I want you to understand that I have no feel- 
ings against Joseph: I have fully satisfied my- 
self thathe has been called of God, todo a 
great, and mighty, work in the e~rth, and let it 
suffice to say [ am fully satisfied with him.— 
All our former difficulties (ifsuch they might 
be called) were forever effectua!ly settled before 
Tleft. Benmett has by his artful cunning, or 
low cunning, sought to bring them inte exist- 
ence, but I hope without effect: forI should 
muchregretanysuchthing. * @ 

Bennett has been the instigator probably of 
more real trouble and misery than any other 
man we have ever met with, orever shal! find 
in this world. Vain main! would it net have 
been better for kim if he had had a millstene 
tied wbout his neek, and then been cast into the 
seat Forthere is hope of a tree if it be eat» 
idewn thac the tender branches wi'l spring up 
again; but thereis nohope of him. He has 
lain himself down .and is already wasting 
away, like the morning dew bciore the sun in 
the meridian spleador and in the glory of bis 

Yours as ever, 
FRANCIS HIGBEE. 


It would seem that Bennet: has been making 
pretty free use of people’s naines; we published 
‘ashort time since froma brother of Francig 

M. Higbee, a letter stating that he bad written 
two letters, over bia signature, which he stated 
was a forgery, and unauthoris:d by him. 


\CONFERENCE MINUTES. 
The liberty branch of tha Church of Jesa® 
Christ of Latter Day Saints. met in conference 
liberty: school hevso, Cottun township 
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